Tracy Spadafora – Encaustic Workshops - spad4@charter.net
         Encaustic Equipment & Materials Source List

* If you are new to encaustic and plan on buying multiple items to get started, you may want to check online for a starter kit, which will most likely save you money vs. buying everything separately.
Hot Palettes

A hot palette for encaustic should have a temperature regulator and reach a working temperature of approx. 200 - 225 F.

Cheapest:  Pan cake griddle or electric fry pan with or without a Teflon surface.

Make Your Own:  With scrap pieces of aluminum from a metal supplier.  Try to get the metal anodized if affordable.   Single burner hot plates are available at hardware stores etc.., for about $15 - $20.

From Encaustic Suppliers:
R & F Encaustic Palette (12 x 12 in.) or (16 x 16 in.)  Can be purchased online from various vendors
Paula Roland’s Encaustic HotBox  (22 x 26 in.) 

Heat Guns

Try to get a heat gun with 2 fan settings and a temperature control.  A 1200-watt gun is usually sufficient for encaustic use.  If you can, try the gun before you buy it – some are very noisy. Most people find that a standard hair dryer does not get hot enough to really melt encaustic, but try it to see if it works for you.

Grizzly Industrial, Inc.,  1-800-523-4777,    www.grizzly.com   Grizzly 1200-watt Heat Gun &  Grizzly 1800-watt Heat Gun,  www.grizzly.com   
Hot Shot Heat Gun (standard all around great heat gun for encaustic), Makita Heat Gun (very nice but very expensive). Reduction and fan nozzles are available for both of these brands – I would only recommend them for the Makita. 
Wagner and Nicole make small heat gun tools for embossing. These are small and inexpensive heat guns with no fan control or temperature setting.  Nice for small detail and touch up work.
Irons 

- Hanger 9 sealing iron sold at various online stores 

- Mini crafting irons for quilting, t-shirts transfers, etc.. sold at craft stores for approx. $15-$30
- Coverite 21st Century Iron 

- Encaustic Art Iron - www.encaustic.com
Heated Tools

- R&F Handmade Paints - Heated tools with interchangeable heads and temperature regulator.
- Enkausticos   www.fineartstore.com  Encaustic Flow Pen and many other options for heated tools & wire brushes.

Encaustic Art – various tools  www.encaustic.com

Torches

You can use a propane torch, but small butane plumbing or cooking torches are usually less cumbersome and therefore safer to use.

Hardware stores usually carry small pocket torches by Bernzomatic or Weller and butane fuel refills. 
- Micro Torches – Are easy to find online. There are a lot of different brands ranging in price.  Check the reviews for quality and make sure to choose one that takes a standard butane refill can that can be purchased at any hardware store. 

- Wall Lenk LPT 500 Torch   
- Iwatani - makes great butane torches approx. $35.  Check online for best prices.

Palette Thermometers

Palette thermometer by Chaney Instruments   Approx. $11.00.

Coverite Pocket Thermometers sold at hobby stores  approx. $6

Tower Hobbies –DuraTrax Flash Point Infrared Temperture Gauge  approx. $25  www.towerhobbies.com
Palette Cups

Cheapest is to use recycled shallow aluminum/tin cans like tuna fish, cat food, or sardine cans or muffin tins. You can also find similar tins at craft stores like Micheal’s or AC Moore.  Some encaustic companies sell round and a rectangular tins for approx.. $3.50 - $5.00 each
Brushes

Usually inexpensive hog hair brushes from China are fine for encaustic painting, though they will loose some bristles at first.
Hake brushes are more expensive but have a finer bristles, which help to lay the wax down smoother.  These can be found in various sizes through encaustic companies and art supply stores.

* Do not use synthetic hair brushes – they will melt!

Encaustic Paint

Commercially manufactured encaustic paint is easy to find online from several different manufacturers.  Although it is not cheap, the paint is smooth and consistent and there are many colors to choose from. Making your own paint can be toxic, messy, and time consuming.  It is also very difficult to get true consistency in your color mixes without milling the paint.  Be careful of buying cheaply made encaustic paint on Etsy or other selling sites.  Make sure it is made with 100% pure beeswax and powdered pigment.  
Encaustic Paint Manufacturers

R&F Handmade Paints     1-800-206-8088,  www. rfpaints.com

Enkaustikos    1-800-536-2830, www.fineartstore.com

Evans Art   www.evansencaustic.com

Wagner Encaustics      www.wagnerencaustics.com
Kama Pigments   (Montreal, Canada)  www.kamapigment.com
NW/Encaustic   www.nwencaustic.com
Waxes / Raw Materials

Beeswax is expensive but you can usually get a much better price if you are willing to buy it in large quantities. You will usually pay the highest price if you buy it by the pound from local art or craft stores.  Check encaustic or candle making suppliers online.  Pure beeswax is usually a yellow color but is sometimes available in white (bleached).  Beeswax directly from a beekeeper is usually the cheapest but will often be darker in color and will have to be strained.  For cleaning brushes Paraffin Wax or Soy wax is fairly inexpensive and easy to find. 
You may want to buy a pound of beeswax to use for transparent under-layers in your painting.  It is much less expensive than Encaustic Medium, and as long as you are using encaustic paint or encaustic medium on the top layers it is OK to save money by using beeswax on the first layer(s).

Miscellaneous Supplies
Guilding Foil -  available at craft stores like Michael’s and online Prismatic Painting Studio   www.prismaticpainting.com 

Sepp Leaf    www.seppleaf.com   makes patent leaf (paper backed) that transfers easily onto wax.   Check their website for distributor near you.

Dritz Wax-free Tracing Paper -transfer paper in various colors available at sewing stores.

Saral – transfer  paper in various colors sold at art stores

Carbon Paper – Sold at office supply stores like Staples & Officemax.

Joss Paper (“Gold Paper”) also called ghost Money – Aluminum foil on rice paper. Very inexpensive - can be found in packages online or at Chinese markets.
